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TIMEER

The Committee, in conducting its further examination of the points
raised in the Second Report of the Coimittee in relation to this commodity,
had in mind the importance of timber exports for a number of less—developed
countries and dependent territories. While noting that the difficulties
encountered by timber exporters were not so acute as those encountered by
exporters of some of the other products under consideration by the Committes,
the Committee nevertheless noted that since their previous exasmination no
changes, such as would facilitate the further early exﬁénsion of the export
earnings of the less—dsveloped timber producing countries, had been made in
the restrictive measures applied by importing countries with the exception of
the liberalization by France of tropical timber from all sources. The Com—
mittee noted in perticular the discrimination still existing against certain
areas and in favour of OEiC countries in the application of quantitative
restrictions and stressed the importance of the rapid abolition of the re~
maining discrimination and the complete removal of quantitative restrictions
as a vital step towards the expansion of international trade and not least
the export earnings of less-developed countries. The Committee noted also
the concern expressed by legs—developed countries at certain increases
resulting from the Common External Tariff and the differential treatment
which was following from implementation of the Rome Treaty. The Committee
furthermore recognized that the cstablishment of timber processing industries
in the timber producing less-developed countries represented an important

and natural stop towards industrialization of such countries.
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